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LOUGHBOROUGH AREA COMMITTEE
19TH MARCH 2019

PRESENT: The Chair (Councillor Hamilton)
The Vice Chair (Councillor Campsall)
Councillors Bradshaw, Draycott, Forrest, K. Harris, 
Mercer, Miah, Parsons, Parton, Smidowicz, Smith 
and Tillotson

Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces
Strategic Director of Neighbourhoods and 
Community Wellbeing
Head of Leisure and Culture
Democratic Services Manager

APOLOGIES: Councillors Cooper, Hachem, C. Harris, Hayes, 
Huddlestone, Jukes and Morgan

The Chair stated that the meeting would be recorded and the sound recording 
subsequently made available via the Council’s website.  He also advised that, under 
the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, other people may film, 
record, tweet or blog from this meeting, and the use of any such images or sound 
recordings was not under the Council’s control.

20. APOLOGIES 

21. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 15th January 2019 were 
confirmed as a correct record and signed.

22. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTERESTS 

The following disclosures were made:

Councillor Keith Harris in respect of item 5 declared a personal interest as an 
allotment holder.

23. QUESTIONS UNDER COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 12.8 

No questions were submitted.

24. OPEN SPACES, PLAYING PITCH AND INDOOR BUILT FACILITIES STRATEGIES 

A report of the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces providing information about the 
recently approved Open Spaces, Playing Pitch and Indoor Built Facilities Strategies, 
was submitted (item 5 on the agenda filed with these minutes).

During discussion of this item, the meeting became inquorate and as the Committee is 
a non-decision-making body, it proceeded with the agreement of the Chairman on the 
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basis that any views were of the members present and not those of a properly 
constituted meeting. 
 
The Strategic Director for Corporate Services, Strategic Director for Neighbourhoods, 
and Community Wellbeing, the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces and Head of 
Leisure and Culture assisted with consideration of the item and the following 
summarises comments and observations made by Members of the Committee present 
and responses to questions raised:

 In response to a question about developer contributions, it was explained that 
the S106 process identifies the needs of the community upfront and the 
expectations are known to the developers and set out in the strategies 

 Positive comments were made about the provision of walking netball and 
football for older persons and members suggested that further promotion be 
undertaken

 In response to a question about providing full size children’s pitches, it was 
explained that the Football Association provides funding for clubs to provide 
multi-use pitches and portable pitches for organised games.  For recreational 
purposes there are several MUGA’s for family use throughout the borough

 The ability of the local community to tap into the state-of-the-art sports facilities 
at Loughborough University was seen as important. It was explained that there 
are various links with the University in this regard and local people benefit from 
the proximity of the University. 

 Positive comments were made about identification in the action plan on page 
43 for the replacement/refurbishment of the ageing swimming facilities at 
various leisure centres in Loughborough as the swim school had grown 
enormously  

 In response to a question about assessments for playing pitches and proximity 
to residential housing, it was explained that as part of the planning approval 
process reference is made to Sports England guidance 

 Concerns were raised about floodlit all weather pitches near to residential 
homes.  It was explained that Sports England provides guidance and pitches 
near residential homes have restricted hours and have in place pay as you go 
timer devices to limit light pollution into homes

  Positive comments were made about the new and improved skatepark in 
Southfields Park which had received many positive comments from local 
residents 

 An update was given on the burial provision at Nanpanton.  It was explained 
that the area to the rear of the sports ground had been identified and approved 
by Cabinet.  Ground studies were underway with the expectation a planning 
application being submitted in summer 2019.

 Garendon Green was identified in the strategy in order to serve the needs to of 
new and existing residents

 Positive comments were made about the improvements in all wards for natural 
and semi natural open space for the benefit of wildlife.  It was noted that more 
areas had been identified as nature reserves. 

RESOLVED 

That the report be noted.
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REASON

To enable members to be informed about Open spaces, Playing Pitch and Indoor Built 
Facilities Strategies.

25. MEETING DATES 

It was noted that meeting dates for 2019/20 had been agreed by full Council and 
future items for consideration by the Committee would be confirmed following the 
elections.

NOTES:

1. No reference may be made to these minutes at the Council meeting on 24th June 
2019 unless notice to that effect is given to the Democratic Services Manager by 
five members of the Council by noon on the fifth working day following publication 
of these minutes.

2. These minutes are subject to confirmation as a correct record at the next meeting 
of the Loughborough Area Committee.


